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Consumer Confidence: Modest Decline As Expectations Ease
Bottom Line: The Conference Board's Consumer Confidence Index declined
modestly in February as consumers' expectations for the remainder of 2022 eased
further. This survey has contrasted sharply with the University of Michigan's survey,
which has shown notably lower consumer confidence. Survey sampling, especially of
consumers, was getting difficult even before the pandemic and has become even
more difficult since. The mix of political affiliations has skewed survey results more in
the last six years. That said, critical components of this survey align with Michigan's
survey, namely fewer consumers planning to purchase homes, automobiles, major
appliances, and vacations. Moreover, consumers in both surveys reported concerns
about inflation. Overall, the aggregate US consumer remains well-positioned to
spend with fortified balance sheets thanks to the pandemic stimulus, but there are
concerns their willingness to spend is easing.
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Consumer Confidence FELL by 0.6 points in February to 110.5, compared with
market expectations for a decline to 110.0. The index is now 16.1% ABOVE its year-
ago level.

Present Situation Index ROSE by 0.6 points to 145.1. The index is 52.7% ABOVE
its year-ago level.

The Expectations Index FELL by 1.3 points to 87.5. The index is 8.3% BELOW its
year-ago level.

The labor differential, the percentage of respondents who said jobs are “plentiful”
from the percentage who said jobs are “hard to get” , moved lower by 82.8 points to
-39.0.

Present Situation

~

150 1

% Level

100 4

Inde

2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020



Expectations
120 -+

£ o]
2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020
Index Levels
Monthly Averages for
Three Six Twelve Recess- Expan-
Feb-22 Jan-22 Dec-21 Nov-21 Month Month Month 2020 2019 ions  sions
Consumer Confidence 1105 1111 1152 1119 1123 1117 116.0 871 1282 719 1025
Present Situation 1451 1445 1448 1444 1448 1448 1445 872 1705 652 107.8
Expectations 87.5 88.8 954 902 906 896 970 870 1000 764 991
Jobs plentiful 0.0 551 559 555 370 463 463 210 465 126 232
Jobs hard to get 39.0 1.3 17 108 207 161 144 229 130 380 279
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Source: The Conference Board via Bloomberg. Our calculations.
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